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So the amendment was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will

rise informally.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

MCKEON) assumed the chair.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Edwin
Thomas, one of his secretaries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Committee will resume its sitting.

f

DEPARTMENTS OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, AND INDEPEND-
ENT AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1997

The Committee resumed its sitting.
Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-

man, I move to strike the last word.
Mr. Chairman, I rise in order to lay

the foundation very briefly for a unani-
mous consent to inform the Members
that we have somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of only 30 or 40 amendments
left on this bill. There seems to be
some agreement coming together, and
some of those hopefully will fall off be-
cause of duplication and so forth.

But by way of expediting the time for
the Members, I will be asking unani-
mous consent for a 10-minute time lim-
itation on a series of amendments. So
if the Members will bear with me, I ask
unanimous consent for a 10-minute
time limit on the following amend-
ments: one amendment by the gen-
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. FIELDS];
one amendment by the gentleman from
Michigan [Mr. HOEKSTRA]; one amend-
ment by the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. HOSTETTLER]; one amendment by
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. DUR-
BIN]; one amendment by the gentleman
from Massachusetts [Mr. KENNEDY];
similarly by the gentleman from New
Jersey [Mr. PALLONE]; two by the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. ROEMER]; one

by the gentleman from Pennsylvania
[Mr. WALKER]; one by the gentleman
from Connecticut [Mr. GEJDENSON]; all
in title III.

It will be 10 minutes on a side.
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would

ask, the unanimous-consent agreement
is for 10 minutes total or 10 minutes on
each side?

Mr. LEWIS of California. Ten min-
utes on a side.

The CHAIRMAN. On each amend-
ment and all amendments thereto?

Mr. LEWIS of California. On each of
those amendments mentioned and
amendments thereto, that is correct.
Mr. Chairman, this will not restrict
other amendments being brought forth
that have been filed. It is on those spe-
cific areas.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
California?

Mr. STOKES. Reserving the right to
object, Mr. Chairman, I do not intend
to object, but I would just pose a fur-
ther question to the gentleman from
California. By 10 minutes per amend-
ment, does the gentleman mean each
side, a total of 20 minutes on those
that we agree upon, is that correct?

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, if the gentleman would yield, the
gentleman is correct. I would almost
desperately hope that neither of us
would want to take all that time.

Mr. STOKES. Time will also be con-
trolled by the offerer and the chair-
man, is that correct?

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. chair-
man, the gentleman is correct.

Mr. Chairman, my staff helps me a
little. I failed to recognize that on this
list as prepared that my own amend-
ment is not on the list and that needs
to be included, as well. I think prob-
ably my staff wanted to cut me off, but
I know the gentleman would not want
to do that.

Mr. STOKES. Mr. chairman, I cer-
tainly would not want to do that. I
would want the gentleman’s amend-
ment to be included.

Mr. Chairman, I withdraw my res-
ervation of objection.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
California?

There was no objection.
Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Chairman, I move

to strike the last word.
Mr. Chairman, I do so on behalf of

myself, my colleague from New York,
Mr. BOEHLERT, in order to engage the
gentleman from California, Mr. LEWIS,
chairman of the VA–HUD Subcommit-
tee, in a colloquy regarding NASA’s
Mission to Planet Earth.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentlewoman yield?

Ms. HARMAN. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I would be happy to engage in a
colloquy.

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Chairman, as you
know, Mission to Planet Earth is one
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